
 
Proposed Porirua District Plan Submission. 

Feedback Submission (19th November 2020)  
Name: Ryan, Raymond; Janet Ryan; John Fokerd (Land owners) 
Address: 298B Paekakariki Hill Road, RD 1 Porirua 5381  
Phone (04) 234 1336  
Email: rayryan@xtra.co.nz  
Feedback Subject: Significant Natural Areas.  
Properties effected: All those covered by the SNA 
Feedback relates to: Rules for vegetation management  
Submission:  
The proposed rule of permitted removal of vegetation for a distance of only 3m from external walls or 
roof of a building does not adequately provide for sensible risk management by owners and occupiers 
of land for personal safety, wild fire protection of buildings and compliance with mandatory Electrical 
Safe distances Codes of Practice. 
The rule must be modified to allow without recourse to administrative procedures, for owners and 
occupiers of property to comply with the recommendations of the Rural Fire Authority for 
defensible spaces as identified in their publications  and 

 Non-recognition of these recommendations as the proposal 
implies could possibly leave the Council vulnerable to liability in the event of an Insurance Claim by 
land owners arising from Fire damage.  
The rules must in no way compromise the effectiveness of Rural Fire Officers administering the Rural 
and Forest Fires Act.  
The rules must be modified to allow continuous and immediate management of the safety hazards by 
the property owner arising from vegetation. This includes cognisance of the risk of the safety of people 
(in addition to fire) in the immediate vicinity of the buildings and defensible space, garden paths etc.  
The rules must be modified to allow adequate tree trimming beyond the 3m dimension at the 
discretion of the owner to enhance healthy living conditions where shade, foliage accumulation etc 
threatens their wellbeing.  
The rules must be modified to allow adequate tree trimming at the discretion of the owner to maintain 
efficient operation of alternative power resources.  
The rules must be modified to allow adequate tree trimming for owners to comply with the mandatory 

without recourse to consent processes.  
It is agreed that the proposed rule to allow removal of exotic trees as a permitted use without the need 
for permits/consents etc for safety and environmental management and to allow the encouragement of 
regeneration of native species by natural process without the need for costly plantings in their place.  
The rule must be modified to recognise the need for cost effective administration of the plan. The 
current plan rule is too restrictive for permitted actions without recourse to consents. These processes 
are costly for the property owner associated with processing applications. In addition, the property 
owners will be faced with increased costs in rates reflected by the overzealous bureaucratic controls of 
the current proposals.  
The proposed rules must be modified to bring a better balance rights, responsibilities, 
environmental management and cost-effective administration.  
That the Council resources used to administer these rules as currently proposed would be more 
effectively used to enhance the ecosystem by diverting them to concentrate on eradiation of pests such 
as opossums, rats, weasels, stoats, wild cats, ferrets and goats that are having a much more adverse 
effect on the environment than the loss of the few trees needed to protect the properties of private 
citizens from the ravages of fire and storm damage. These recommendation for rule change will affect 
only an infinitesimal area of the landscape thus having little impact on the overall objective of the 
SNAs.  
 
 
Raymond Ryan on behalf of the Ryan Family Trust                      19th November 2020 



 
Attachments: 
 
 Fire Risk Responsibilities: Article promoted by PCC Kapi Mana News Sept 2013 
 Flammability of Native Plant and Defensible spaces pages 1 to 4 Rural Fire Authority. 
 

can exist through wild fires in native vegetation surroundings.  
Extract from the Rural Forest and Fire Act 1977 Section 14 


















